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TECHNOLOGY-LED DEVELOPMENT

Here in New York State’s incomparable Finger Lakes
Region, change is in the air. In Ontario County,

that change is being driven by two new world-class
research institutions: The Infotonics Technology
Center in Canandaigua and the Cornell Ag & Food
Technology Center in Geneva. Together they have
ushered in an exciting new era. The era of technology-
led development.

Outgrowths of an unprecedented public/private part-
nership and the blossoming culture of collaboration
that exists both within and outside our County,
scientists at these and other facilities across the state
are making way for a promising future. They are
developing space-age technologies having myriad
commercial applications in photonics and
microsystems and in agriculture, food and biobased
technologies. They are also attracting other
enterprises that will enhance their missions as well
as promote further job growth in our County. Ina
broader sense, they are helping maintain America’s
technological edge, so vital if we are to compete
successfully and thrive in the new world economy.

For these and other reasons, Ontario County has
become the fastest growing county in the state and,
to many, the better place to be. Our professional
staff, attractive incentive packages, and non-partisan
fiscally sound government are yours to discover.
Chances are, you'll be impressed.
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Discover OUR STRATEGIC LOCATION

Ontario County is Southeast of Rochester, N.Y., less than
30 minutes from the city center. Four New York State
Thruway (I-90) interchanges service Ontario County,

providing ready access to destinations both near and far.

Discover MARKET ACCESSIBILITY

A well maintained transportation network provides
overnight access to half the population of the U.S. and
Canada. The Thruway interchanges servicing the county
from East to West lead directly to ocean ports in New
York City and Boston. A Great Lake port in Buffalo
provides a direct link to the St. Lawrence Seaway,
America's fourth seacoast. Several major North-South
arteries include I-390 which leads to-and-from the
Southern Tier bordering Pennsylvania.

Access to the region by air is available through the Ontario
County IDA-owned general aviation airport in
Canandaigua. International airports in Rochester and
Syracuse are each just 30 minutes away by car. The
Finger Lakes Railroad and Ontario Central Railroad are
also available. Also, the New York State Inland Water
System which connects the Finger Lakes, provides
transportation for business and pleasure.

Discover AN EXPORT EMPIRE

Ontario County is part of a nine-county consortium with
industrial exports ranging from $12 to $14 hillion annually.
This heavy volume of trade, destined for some 150

countries around the world, makes our region the seventh
largest exporter in the U.S.; higher than all but six states.

The County also belongs to the even larger Syracuse,
Rochester, Buffalo, Toronto and Great Lakes super-
region. At its epicenter is Rochester, the historic hotbed
of multi-national manufacturing firms such as Kodak,
Xerox and Bausch & Lomb. Recently, spin-off companies
from these industrial behemoths have created a strong
industrial base. Many focus on research and new product
development in such fields as optics, photonics, fiberoptics,
biotechnology, information technology, and other high-
tech fields that consistently contribute to our vibrant,
resilient economy.



Discover THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Several institutions of higher learning with national and
international reputations serve the Rochester-Finger
Lakes region, inclusive of the following: University of
Rochester, Syracuse University, Cornell University, and
Rochester Institute of Technology. In all, nearly 40
acclaimed colleges and universities are less than an hour’s
drive from Ontario County where Hobart & William
Smith Colleges and Finger Lakes Community College
are located.

Discover INDUSTRIAL DIVERSITY

More than 200 manufacturing businesses are located
in Ontario County. Among this diverse group are
companies that produce rubber and plastic products,
industrial and commercial machinery, glass, and
electronic equipment. Some are involved in aerospace,
while others serve more traditional industries:
automotive, construction, and health care. This
melange is reflected in the wide range of products
produced by Ontario County’s Top 10 manufacturers.

Discover TECHNOLOGY-LED DEVELOPMENT

You are invited to join us in capitalizing on the
intellectual resources evolving at the

Cornell Ag & Food Tech Park and
Infotonics Technology Center as they
create the marketable products, jobs,
and wealth necessary to sustain us in the
21st Century. The Park is being developed
on a 72-acre complex adjacent to the
New York State Agricultural Experiment
Station in Geneva. It will help make that
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Seneca Foods Corp.
Canandaigua Wine
G. W. Lisk Co.
0'Connell Electric
K. J. Transportation
Zotos International
Guardian Industries
Ultrafab
Crossman/Coleman

city a world leader in agriculture, food
science, and biotechnology. The new Infotonics
Technology Center in Canandaigua, a public-private
collaborative that includes Corning, Kodak and Xerox,
is developing new devices that use optics for
automotive and aerospace, information and
communications, medical and life science,
measurement and control, power technology and
many other fields that will bring breakthrough products

TOP 10 MANUFACTURERS
Employees Business

1,323 Polystyrene foam, food containers, consumer products

574 Food Processing

500 Adivision of Constellation Wines, the warld’s largest wine producer
480 Solenoids, valves and flame arresters

450 Industrial and commercial electrical contractor

375 Transportation-trucking (with refrigerated containers)

300 Hair care products

300 Flat glass used by the auto and construction industries

220 Weatherstripping, seals, brushes and static eliminators

250 Air guns and accessories

to market. As the result, many spin-off companies are
expected to generate thousands of jobs throughout
the region over the next decade.

The attraction of these exciting enterprises has prompted
revisions in our strategic plan. Concentration is being
placed on the commercialization of technology,
appropriate infrastructure, energy resources,
environmental concerns, service industries and quality
of life issues. Aside from this, the emergence of area-
wide partnerships among industry, academia and
government also spurs growth here. The core
competencies required to sustain our strategic advantage
are more clearly defined than ever, and steps taken to
gain citizen response to land, housing, schools and other
services that will pave the way to greater prosperity.

Discover OUR SKILLED WORKFORCE

More than 50,000 people comprise Ontario County’s
well-balanced work force, recognized for its high
percentage of skilled and professional workers. In part,
these are provided by the Finger Lakes Workforce
Investment Board, Finger Lakes Community College
and BOCES, all of which partner with the Ontario County
Office of Economic Development. Although our labor
force is one of the most productive in the nation, labor
costs are below those of nearby Rochester and Syracuse,
and well below those elsewhere in the U.S. So, too, are
costs for housing, utilities, fuel and land.

Discover THE INCENTIVES
THAT CAN HELP YOU GROW

Enhancing opportunities for Ontario County businesses
is our well-capitalized Revolving Loan Fund, one of the
largest and most active in the nation for counties our
size. Since 1983, we have distributed more than $20
million in low-interest loans to local businesses.

A number of financial incentives are also available through
the Industrial Development Agency arm of the County’s
Office of Economic Development including:

Tax-exempt Industrial Revenue Bond Financing

A Straight Lease (Sale-Leaseback) program

Empire Zone

An industrial incubator for startup firms located in the
Geneva Enterprise Development Center
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Discover THE JOYS OF LIVING

A comfortable and enjoyable place to live, Ontario
County offers a variety of affordable homes for various
lifestyles. Touching five of 11 Finger Lakes in the heart
of the Wine Country, the 644-square-mile County is
home to numerous golf courses and an abundance of
natural resources.

An affluent County, with population slightly over 100,000,
Ontario residents average a per capita income that is
two percent above the state’s average. Within its borders
are two small urban communities: Canandaigua, the
County Seat, with a population of approximately 11,000
and Geneva with an estimated 14,000 residents.

Discover THE PEOPLE WHO
WILL HELP YOU PROFIT

The seasoned professional staff at
the Ontario County Office of
Economic Development/Industrial
Development Agency will provide
whatever guidance you need to make
your site selection decision easier.

Executive Director
Mike Manikowski (center)
along with Deputy Director
Roberta Hutchinson (left),

and Executive Administrative
Assistant Linda Frasca.

Creative Minds Creating Wealth

You'll be impressed with our business
approach and persistence to help your business grow
and profit—from site or financial assistance to energy
matters, education and training opportunities—even
export trade development. Our many partnerships with
educational institutions, government agencies, public
and private organizations and other community resources
will also prove useful to you. Our Certified Economic
Development Finance Professional can also help you
access many other programs through local banks and
finance companies.

Al this and more, you'll find in Ontario County—a unique
and exciting place to call home. Now that you've
discovered the difference, discover how easy it will be
to take your business to the next level.

Call Mike Manikowski, Roberta Hutchinson or
Linda Frasca at 585-396-4460.

Discover WHAT OTHERS HAVE
ALREADY DISCOVERED

Lowest tax rates in the region.

Fastest growing county in NYS, ranking first
in overall growth potential due to the vast
amount of undeveloped land.

County employers increased by 26 percent
during last decade and County jobs by
20 percent.

Only Upstate New York County to post a
net gain in manufacturing jobs over the past
10 years.

Over 200 manufacturing and high-tech firms
operate successfully in our rural, suburban
and small urban County.

Avalilability of highly developed infrastructure,
including broad band communications.

Half a billion dollars in investment over
the past decade reflects confidence from
businesses that have settled or expanded here.

Stable economy earned the County a Aa2
credit rating by Moody'’s, placing Ontario higher
than all but three of 51 New York counties
rated by the investors service.

Assessed valuation in Ontario County has
averaged growth of four percent annually over
the last five years, peaking at nine percent

in 2003.

Ontario County

Office of Economic Development/
Industrial Development Agency

20 Ontario Street, Suite 106B

Canandaigua, New York 14424

Phone: 585.396.4460 = Fax: 585.396.4594
Www.ontariocountydev.org




